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VIL /» Account of a 'Book IntkkcL, Diflcrta'tio 
Epiftolaris de Glandulis conglbbatis Dura: 
Meningis humaha:, indeque ortis Lyrnpha- 
ticis ad Piam Meningem produ<5tis. Authorc 
Antonio Pacchiono. Roms 1 705. Svo. 

"^ H I S Diflertation feerns to be only a Supplement, 
^ or Jppendix, to a Treatife-of the Dura Mater, 
which our Author, that Induftrious and raoft Inqoifitive 
Anatomift, Pacchioms, had* publifh'd fosietime before. 
In this his chief Defign is to inquire into the Service, 
and find out the Origin of that Humor, which moi- 
(tens the Brain and its Membranes in every dead Ani- 
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He mentions three things, which kept him irom en- 
gaging in this Inquiry much fooner. 

The firft was, becaufe the Accurate Nnchms very 
much blamed their freedom, who were too forward in 
admitting any Lymphatick VeiTels in the Brain; tor 
he freely owns, that he could never fucceed in this mat- 
ter, tho* with the greateft exaftnefs he had often at- 
tempted it. 

The next was, becaufe the Great Malpighms, who 
was fo curious and happy in difcovering the Glands of 
the Thorax and Abdomen,, did never take the lead no. 
tice of any in the Dura Mater. 

The third Obftacle, that flood in his way, was the 
texture of the Membrane itfelfj which is To thick, and 
compofed of Fibres fo very ftrong, that they feem al- 
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tncrft to be Mufculair* and probably altagetkr unfit for 
lodgifig any filch bodies a^Glands are. 

But at laft the Knife removed all the{e Difficulties, 
-and he happily fiicceeded in the Difcovery of the fol- 
io wing Oland^ which are the Subject of this Book. 

Before he defcfibes thefe dandulous JBodies, he pre- 
mifesa Abort Account of the Structure of the Longitu- 
dinal and Lateral Sinks i of the Data Mater $ but adds 
little or nothing to What the Renowned Wilts, and 
the Sagacious Vieujfws* have already laid on that Sub- 
ject 

ft* Examining the Cavity of the Longitudinal -&**/, 
immediately under its membranous Expanfiotis, in the 
Area or middle of its Cord<e, mentioned by Dr. Willis, 
(that is, the fmall tranfverfe Fibres, which like Ropes 
keep the Walls of this Sims from being over-dilated by 
the influent Blood) our Author had the good Fortune 
to difeovef a great* number of Conglobate Glands, which 
are all contained by a fine and proper Membrane, as in 
a Bag- For the moft part they appear in Clufters, and 
are feldom fcatter'd here and there. Their Figure is 
roundifh 5. and in bignefs they equal a Silk worms Egg, 
if infpefted as Toon as the Body is opened ; but if the 
Meninx be macerated in Vinegar for a Month, or more, 
they are bigger than \ Millet Seed. In Old People, 
and in thofe who have died of a lingring Difeafe, they 
may be fen by the naked Eye, without any Micro- 
fcepe, or previous Preparation. They are incompaifed 
with fine Garnous Fibres 5 whence they put on a pale 
Colour : But when thefe Fibres are much relaxed, as 
happens in an Hydrocephalus, or Comatoie Diftempers of 
the Brain* they become white and very big, 
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In the lateral Siftm>& 'thqjr aue fbldotti or neverobr 

ferv'd ; becaufe in thoie, fi« thinks, they would have 
been more fubje& to the fuper incumbent weight and 
preflure of the Brain, which would much have incom- 
moded their Office $ but by their fituaticm M *h$I<p*i- 
gitudinal Sim*, there could no.fudi iaconveniency hap- 
pen. 

From the aforefaid Glands innumerable fine Threads 
arife, and are only their Excretory VefTels, which are 
fpread all over the infide of the Pia Mater, being ac- 
companied and ftrengthned in their courfe by Fibresand 
other Blood Veffels. It is thefe Fibres which join the 
Meninges to one another: And if you take care that the 
Dura Mater be not hurt in taking off the upper part of 
the Scull, in dividing thefe Membranes, you may obfcrve 
Liquors of different colours ouze and drop from them 
when cut. 

Our Author is not pofitrve that thefe Excretory Duds 
penetrate into the Medullary Subftance of the Brain $ 
but affirms, that they creep along its inner Protube- 
rances and accidental Cavities* This Difcovery confirms 
what Bohn and fome others have faid about the Lym- 
phaticks of the Brain 5 but before: our Induftrious Au- 
thor, none did ever fo much as pretend to fix their 
Origination, which he has traced from the Glands 
lodged in the Longitudinal Sinus, as above. 

The life he affigns fo thefe (/lands, is to feparate 
and ftrairt a particular kind of Humor from the Blood $ 
which, in his Opinion; may ferve to keep the Mem- 
branes and Surfaces of the Cavities and Protuberances 
of the Brain from growing too dry by their continued 
Motion. When this Humor J?ecpmes either deficient 
and wanting, or exuberant and in too great a quan- 
tity, 
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tity, the Parts above-named are unfit for the Natural 
discharge of their refpe&ive Offices, whence feveral dan- 
gerous Diftempers muft neceflarily follow ; He adds 
fome Cafes of this kind, which he has obferved in the 
Diffe&ion of morbid Bodies- 
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